Briefly about autochthonous and local varieties 
· Local autochthonous variety
· from autochthonous source material
· wasn’t systematically breed
· Local variety
· breed in Slovenia more than 15 years ago (for vine more than 30 years ago)
· Domesticated (traditional) variety 
· older variety of foreign origin that has been produced in Slovenia for more than 15 years (for vines more than 50 years) and is well adapted to local environment


Autochthonous and local varieties of agricultural plants - definition
· Local autochthonous variety is a variety or population of specific species of agricultural plants that was created from autochthonous genetic source material. It was not systematically bred and is cultivated, maintained and reproduced in Slovenia or in similar ecological conditions.
· Local variety can also be variety that has been bred in Slovenia more than 15 years ago (50 years for vines) and whose propagating material is still produced, maintained and reproduced in Slovenia or in similar ecological conditions.
· Domesticated (traditional) variety is an older variety of foreign origin that has been produced in Slovenia for more than 15 years (for vines more than 50 years) and is well adapted to local environment and is maintained and reproduced in Slovenia or in similar ecological conditions.






What can we learn from autochthonous varieties? 
· Diversity and adaptability of life
· variety of shapes, colours, tastes, growth abilities...
· variety of growth conditions in small Slovenia – diversity of climate conditions, slope of terrain, composition of the soil... that reflects in variety of (agricultural) plants
· Richness of traditional knowledge, tradition as a culture
· selection of the best individuals (plants) from generation to generation
· knowledge and thinking about next year and next generation
· Seasonal food
· turnip, swedes, cabbage, black radish...
· varieties of apples and pears considering their time of ripening and durability

Why are autochthonous varieties so important? 
· They are adapted to growing conditions in local environment.
· Due to reason above, they are often more resilient to illnesses and pests present in local environment.
· They are important source for new genes (characteristics) for future varieties and improvement of existing ones etc.
· They are part of (cultural and technological) heritage of our ancestors.
· Agricultural biotic diversity has the same significance as “natural” biotic diversity.


