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Food Chain
Sharks are top predators.  This means that there are very few animals that will feed upon them.  
Read this news article about the decline of shark numbers in the North Atlantic: 
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FISHING TIMES
Fishing Down the Food Chain
Overfishing has caused some species to become almost extinct in some areas of the world.  For many years, scientists have warned the sharks are being overfished in the North Atlantic Sea.  Sharks grow very slowly, and do not produce many young, so the high demand for shark fins and meat has led to overfishing of many shark species.  Some shark populations in this area have declined by over 90%.  
Sharks are important predators, so the decline in their numbers has led to increased numbers of the species that they feed on.    The number of skates and rays has increased as their main predator has been removed from the food chain.  This has in turn affected the species that the skates and rays feed on scallops.  With more hungry skates and rays around, there are fewer scallops left for the fishers that make a living from the scallop fishery.
The human impact of overfishing sharks has had knock-on effects for the whole food chain, and ultimately has also had a negative impact on other fishers.  This shows how human activities can affect the natural balance of the marine environment. 

Draw a food chain.  Include a shark in your food chain.
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