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WORKSHEET 2:  Dealing with the Problem 

2.1  The Ecological Footprint in Europe and in the world 

 
The ecological footprint differs from country to country. The ecological footprint of 

developed countries like Qatar, Kuwait, the USA, Denmark, Australia and Belgium is 5 

times as high as the planet’s biocapacity.  

In Europe the ecological footprint indicates that all 27 member states live beyond the 

Earth’s natural resources limits, depending immensely on other countries’ natural 

resources. If all people in the world had the European lifestyle, then 2,7 planets would 

be required to cover their needs. We destroy the environment which provides our food, 

the air we breathe and the stable climate we need, according WWF General Director. 

(www.worldwildlife.org )  

2.2 The graph illustrates how many planets are required by EU member states, based on the 

natural resources they need yearly. Discuss the data of the graph.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
2.3  Visit the following websites and find the ecological footprint of various countries in the 

world:   

 http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/footprint_data_and_results/   

 http://www.footprintnetwork.org/ecological_footprint_nations/  
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How many planets do they need? 

http://www.worldwildlife.org/
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/en/index.php/GFN/page/footprint_data_and_results/
http://www.footprintnetwork.org/ecological_footprint_nations/
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2.4  Calculate your own ecological footprint in the following websites: 

 http://www.wwf.gr/footprint/ (Greek) 

 http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ (English) 

 

 

MY ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT IS   _____  PLANETS 

 

2.5  How can we reduce the ecological footprint? 

Think and write ways to reduce the ecological footprint. The suggestions may be related 

to diet, electricity consumption, water, garbage and waste, transport, forests, etc.  

http://www.wwf.gr/footprint/
http://footprint.wwf.org.uk/

